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into a strong breeze, obliging us to furl our
small sails and reef our larger canvass. We
now hauled up east, standing on that course
with ten fathoms water, and no land in sight
even from the mast-head*
1st January, 1816. The wind had entirely
forsaken us again soon after midnight j and at
dawn it was a perfect calm. All eyes were
directed to the quarter from whence the breeze
was desired, and every imagination pictured
some favourable omen even in a cloudless sky.
An unusual degree of devotion was also ex-
ercised on the occasion; as no one either ate,
or drank, or smoked, or relieved the helm, or
cast off or belayed a rope, without first crossing
himself, and pointing to the five wounds of the
crucified Messiah on his own body. Long
prayers, with many kisses, were bestowed on
the pictures of the patron saints, who were
produced in full assembly; and clouds of in-
cense filled every part of the vessel. A sum of
money was then collected by subscription, to
which we all contributed, Mahommedans and
Christians; and this being enclosed in a white
rag, was suspended to the head of the tiller, with
prayers for its efficacy, and vows for its appro-
priation to some holy purpose, in the event of
our obtaining a favourable wind by the inter-